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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. 33 SEPTEMBER 20, 1918 No. 38 

VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL REGULATIONS. 
INDORSED BY THE BAR ASSOCIATION OP SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The following resolution was adopted at a meeting of the Bar 
Association of South Carolina, held at Spartanburg, S. C, August 2, 
1918: 

"Whereas, certain regulations of the State board of health of 
South Carolina, which regulations were passed under the authority 
of an act of the legislature of 1910, concerning the treatment of vene- 
real disease, which have been explained to this association; and 

"Whereas the matter to which the regulations relate has a dis- 
tinct bearing upon the effectiveness of the military forces now in 
training in this State: Now, therefore, it is 

''Resolved, by the Bar Association of the State of South Carolina in 
convention assembled, That the regulations referred to are hereby 
indorsed; that it is the opinion of this association that the just 
enforcement of the regulations will not unlawfully infringe on the 
legal rights of the persons concerned ; and that this association urge 
the members of the bar to advise any client who may consult them 
in relation thereto to submit to the examination and free treatment 
furnished and designed to relieve them of the ravages of these 
diseases." 

The regulations referred to follow: 

Regulations of the executive committee' of the State board of health of South Carolina pro- 
viding for the segregation and treatment of certain persons having or suspected- of Iiaving 
communicable venereal diseases, to wit: Syphilis, gonorrhea, chancroid. 

1. That from and after the passage of these regulations, all persons who shall be con- 
victed, in any court of this State, or any municipal court in any city or town in this 
State, of the violation of any law or city or town ordinance, involving sexual immor- 
ality; or who shall be confined in prison in this State as a punishment for the viola- 
tion of any law of the United States involving sexual immorality; or who shall be 
confined or detained in any reformatory or place of detention under such circum- 
stances as indicate infection from venereal disease; or as to whom the evidence raises 
a reasonable inference of infection from venereal dissase, shall not be released from 
custody until the said persons shall have been examined as hereinafter provided, to 
determine whether or not such persons are infected with syphilis, gonorrhea, or chan- 
croid in a communicable form. 
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2. That all persons described in paragraph 1 above, who shall be confined in a 
county jail, or in a place of detention, or reformatory situated outside the corporate 
limits of a city or town, shall be examined by the county physician or such other 
person as this committee shall designate; that all persons described in paragraph 1 
above who shall be confined in a city jail or in a place of detention or reformatory 
inside the corporate limits of a city or town, shall be examined by the city physician 
or such other person as this committee shall designate; and it shall be the duty of 
the presiding officer of the court in which such person shall have been convicted, and 
of the superintendent of the place of detention or reformatory in which any such 
person may be confined, to require the examination to be made as herein provided. 

3. That before any examining physician shall complete his diagnosis of the case 
of any person examined for any of the diseases above mentioned, the presence of 
which are not apparent, he shall transmit to the laboratories of the State board of 
health specimens taken from the bodies of such persons. Said specimens shall be 
tested at said laboratory and the physician notified of the result of said test. 

4. That if the examination discloses that any person is infected with any of the 
venereal diseases herein mentioned, in a communicable stage, the said persons shall 
be confined in the jail or prison of the court in which said persons shall have been 
convicted, except as hereinafter provided, or in such other place as may be provided 
for the confinement and treatment of such persons, and shall be treated by the county 
or city physician, or such other persons as may be designated by this committee, 
until the disease with which said person is afflicted is no longer communicable. 

5. That in lieu of confinement in a city or county jail, or other prison, for treatment 
as above provided, any person may be treated in a private hospital under the terms 
of section 2 of an act entitled "An act to further preserve the public health and to 
prevent the spread of venereal diseases." 

6. That any person who shall be confined, under the terms of this act, and treated, 
shall not be released until a final examination shall have been made by the county 
or city physician, or such other persons as may be designated, to determine whether 
or not the disease with which such person was suffering is still communicable, and 
that in the making of the said final examination the examining physician shall comply 
with Regulation 3 above. 

7. That no certificate showing freedom from communicable venereal diseases shall, 
in any case, be delivered to any person who shall be confined and treated under the 
terms of this act, but same shall be delivered to the superintendent of the prison or 
institution in which such person shall be confined; and in case such person is treated 
in a private hospital, such certificate shall be delivered to the clerk of the court of 
the county in which the bond provided in section 2 of an act entitled "An act to 
further preserve the public health and to prevent the spread of venereal diseases," 
shall have been filed. 

8. That the following forms for the administration of this act, and no others, shall 
be followed, and that the said forms are a part of these regulations. 



Form No. 1. , ,. 

(Placo.) (Date.) 

To the {coiratv}^ aiIer of ' ' {county} (Name of person) has been this day convicted of w 

You will hold the said person in custody and notify the &^ nt ..jphysician. 

Presiding Officer. 

Form No. 2. , , 

(Place.) (Bate.) 
will beheld for physical examination and the (city, county) physician notified immediately. 



Superintendent — — — •, reformatory or place of detention. 
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Form No. 3. , , 

(Place.) (Date.) 
The above-named pers on was this day examined by me in accordance with the regula imsof the execu- 
tive committee of the State board of health, and founi { "Oiifectcd v. i;h . 

Fximining Physician, 

Form No. 4. , > 

(Place.) (Pate.) 

Upon compliance with the law, pcrn.iision is given for the above-named party to tc removed to ■ 

hosj i: al. 



Presiding Officer. 

Form No. 5. , , 

(Place.) (Pate.) 

The above-named party has been in and treated for ; ha« been finally examined, according 

to t' e resula' i ~ns of the exeonti e committee of the State board of health, and the elimination di closes 
that ner di ca.es are no longer communicable. 



Examining Physician. 
Note.— Thi - card shall be retained by the superintendent of the prison or institution from which th» 
person above mentioned has been relea: ed, or by the clerk of the court of the county in which a bond has 
been filed by said person. 

Regulatiom of the executive committee of the South Carolina State Board of Health for 
the prevention of venereal diseases. 

(Adopted Apr. 15, 1918.) 

VENEREAL DISEASES DECLARED DANGEROUS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Syphilis, gonorrhea, and chancroid, hereinafter designated venereal diseases, are 
hereby declared to be contagious, infectious, communicable, and dangerous to the 
public health. 

RULE 1. VENEREAL DISEASES TO BE REPORTED. 

Any physician or other person who makes a diagnosis in, or treats, a case of syphilis, 
gonorrhea, or chancroid, and every superintendent or manager of a hospital, dis- 
pensary, or charitable or penal institution, in which there is a case of venereal dis- 
ease, shall report such case immediately in writing to the local health officer, stating 
the name and address or the office number, age, sex, color, and occupation of the 
diseased person, and the date of onset of the disease, and the probable source of the 
infection; provided, that the name and address of the diseased person need not be 
stated except as hereinafter specifically required. The report shall be inclosed in 
a sealed envelope and sent to the local health officer, who shall report weekly on the 
prescribed form to the State board of health, all cases reported to him. 

RULE 2. PATIENTS TO BE GIVEN INFORMATION. 

It shall be Ce duty of every physician and of every other person who examines 
or treats a person having syphilis, gonorrhea, or chancroid, to instruct him in meas- 
ures for preventing the spread of such disease and of the necessity for treatment 
until cured, and to hand him a copy of the circular of information obtainable for 
this purpose from the State board of health. 

RULE 3. INVESTIGATION OF CASES. 

All city, county, and other local health officers shall use every available means 
to ascertain the existence of, and to investigate, all cases of syphilis, gonorrhea, 
and chancroid within their several territorial jurisdictions, and to ascertain the 
sources of such infections. Local health officers are hereby empowered and directed 
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to make such examinations of persons reasonably suspected of having syphilis, 
gonorrhea, or chancroid as may be necessary for carrying out these regulations. 
Owing to the prevalence of suck diseases among prostitutes and persons associated 
with them, all such persons are to be considered within the above class. 

RULE 4. PROTECTION OP OTHERS FROM INFECTION BY VENEREALLY DISEASED PERSONS. 

Upon receipt of a report of a case of venereal disease it shall be the duty of the 
local health officer to institute measures for the protection of other persons from 
infection by such venereally diseased person. 

(a) Local health officers are authorized and directed to quarantine persons who 
have, or are reasonably suspected of having syphilis, gonorrhea, or chancroid, when- 
ever, in the opinion of said local health officer, or the State board of health or its 
secretary, quarantine is necessary for the protection of the public health. In estab- 
lishing quarantine the health officer shall designate and define the limits of the 
area in which the person known to have, or reasonably suspected of having syphilis, 
gonorrhea, or chancroid, and his immediate attendant, are to be quarantined; and 
no persons other than the attending physicians shall enter or leave the area of 
quarantine without the permission of the local health officer. No one but the local 
health officer shall terminate said quarantine, and this shall not be done until the 
diseased person has become noninfectious, as determined by the local health officer 
or his authorized deputy through the clinical examination and all necessary labo- 
ratory tests, or until permission has been given him so to do by the State board of 
health or its secretary. 

(b) The local health officer shall inform all persons who are about to be released 
from quarantine for venereal disease, in case they are not cured, what further treat- 
ment should be taken to complete their cure. Any person not cured before release 
from quarantine shall be required to sign the following statement after the blank 
spaces have been filled to the satisfaction of the health officer: 

I, , residing at , hereby acknowledge! the fact that I am at this time infected with , and 

agree to place myself unier the medical care of (name of physieian or clinic), (address), . within 

hours, and that I will remain i:n ier treatment of said physician or clinic until released by the health 

officer of , or until my case is transferred, with the approval of said health officer, to another regularly 

licensed physician or an approved clinic. 

I hereby agree to report to the health officer within four days after beginning treatment as above agreed, 
and will bring with me a statement from the above physician or clinic of the medical treatment applied in 
my case, ani thereafter will report as often as may be demanded of me by the health officer. 

I agree further that I will take all precautions recommen led by the health officer to prevent the spread 
of the above disease to other persons, ani that I will not perform any act which would expose other persons 
to the above disease. 

1 agree, until finally released by the health officer, to notify him of any change of address and to obtain 
his consent before moving my abode outside his jurisdiction. 

(Signature:) , 

(Date:) . 

All persons signing the above agreement shall observe its provisions, and any failure 
so to do shall be a violation of these regulations. All such agreements shall be filed 
with the health officer and kept inaccessible to the public, as provided in Rule 10. 

RULE 5. CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE NAME OF A PATIENT IS REQUIRED TO BE 

REPORTED. 

(a) When a person applies to a physician or other person for the diagnosis or treat- 
ment of syphilis, gonorrhea, or chancroid, it shall be the duty of the physician or person 
so consulted to inquire of and ascertain from the person seeking such diagnosis or 
treatment whether such person has theretofore consulted with or has been treated by 
any other physician or person; and if so, to ascertain the name and address of the physi- 
cian or person last consulted. It shall be the duty of the applicant for diagnosis or 
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treatment to furnish this information, and a refusal to do so, or a falsification of the 
name and address of such physician or person consulted by such applicant, shall be 
deemed a violation of these regulations. It shall be the duty of the physician or other 
person whom the applicant consults to notify the physician or other person last con- 
sulted of the change of advisers. Should the physician or person previously con- 
sulted fail to receive such notice within 10 days after the last date upon which the 
patient was instructed by him to appear, it shall be the duty of such physician or 
person to report to the local health officer the name and address of such venereally 
diseased person. 

(ft) If an attending physician or other person knows or has good reason to suspect 
that a person having syphilis, gonorrhea, or chancroid is so conducting himself or 
herself as to expose other persons to infection, or is about so to conduct himself or 
herself, he shall notify the local health officer of the name and address of the diseased 
person and the essential facts in the case. 

RULE 6. DRUGGISTS TO KEEP RECORD OP SALE3 OF DRUGS FOR VENEREAL DISEASES. 

Any druggist or other person who sells any drug, compound, specific, or preparation 
of any kind used for or believed by the druggist or person to be intended to be used 
for the treatment of any of said venereal diseases shall keep a record of the name and 
address of the person making such purchase. A copy of said record shall be mailed 
each week to the local health officer. 

RULE 7. SPREAD OF VENEREAL DISEASE UNLAWFUL. 

It shall be a violation of these regulations for any infected person knowingly to 
expose another person to infection with any of the said venereal diseases, or for any 
person to perform an act which exposes another person to infection with venereal 
disease. 

RULE 8. PROSTITUTION TO BE REPRESSED. 

Prostitution is hereby declared to be a prolific source of syphilis, gonorrhea, and 
chancroid, and the repression of prostitution is declared to be a public-health measure. 
All local and State health officers are therefore directed to cooperate with the proper 
officials whose duty it is to enforce laws directed against prostitution and otherwise 
to use every proper means for the repression of prostitution. 

RULE 9. GIVING CERTIFICATES OF FREEDOM FROM VENEREAL DISEASES PROHIBITED. 

Physicians, health officers, and all other persons are prohibited from issuing certifi- 
cates of freedom from venereal disease; provided, this rule shall not prevent the 
issuance of necessary statements of freedom from infectious diseases written in such 
form, or given under such safeguards, that their use in solicitation for sexual inter- 
course would be impossible. 

RULE 10. RECORDS TO BE SECRET. 

All information and reports concerning persons infected with venereal diseases 
shall be inaccessible to the public, except in so far as publicity may attend the per- 
formance of the duties imposed by these regulations and by the laws of the State. 



